VoN HERRE3NSCHWAND (1939)
proved non-irritating and most efficacious, the writer decided on the following scheme of treatment which is still the standard routine in the hands of his successor, Dr. J. R. Paterson. 'Atropine is given in the usual way two or three times a day, and the conjunctival sac is kept free from secretion by means of a simple lotion. Sodium sulphacetamide powder is applied by the sister-in-charge a number of times a day, even two-hourly if necessary, and during the night as well in severe cases. After lightly cocainising the eye she heaps some of the powder on the surface, of the ulcer, using a small spoon or some other convenient instrument, and holds the lids apart until the powder has dissolved. The number of applications is diminished as improvement takes place, and in the end drops are 'substituted. The patient is not discharged until danger of further' spread of the ulceration has ceased, and -when he goes home he is directed to use atropine and sodium sulphacetamide drops during the remainder of his convalescence. Any other form of treatment is now rarely necessary, cauterisation, paracentesis, Saemisch section etc., being seldom indic&ted.
Since 1942 only two eyes have been lost, one case being a shepherd in a poor state'of health, and the other an elderly woman. In 1946, which may be taken as typical of the present position, the last complete year of the writer's charge, thirty cases were admitted, twentyone being miners. Six were from other occupations and three were It will be seen that during the last six years a great improvement has been brought about. In fact the method of' treatment that has been adopted has altered the whole outlook with regard to hypopyon ulcers. A great deal of visual loss has been prevented, and the freeing of hospital beds that would otherwise have been occupied for long periods has been a great gain. It is possible that improvement in sanitation and working conditions in the pits has played its part, but the way in whicih the miners live has 'not greatly changed. Any alteration in the varieties of organisms that infect the cornea, or in their virulence, is improbable. It will be noted that the number of cases from other occupations hasdiminished also, and in this connection' it must be borne in mind that the same first-aid treatment as at the collieries is now used in many works and factories of the area served by the Royal Infirmary. The 
